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Summary 



1 . (C) Two chambers of the Venezuelan Supreme Court (TSJ) 
issued conflicting decisions on April 12 regarding the recall 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: NORMAN M BOUTON 
DATE/CASE ID: 25 OCT 2005 200304736 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

referendum against President Hugo Chavez . The Electoral 
Chamber issued its definitive decision nullifying the 
National Electoral Council's (CNE) disqualification of 
876,000 signatures in support of the recall for similar 
handwriting ("planillas planas"). The Constitutional Chamber 

issued on the same day its decision that it i s the only 

chamber competent to rule on the referendum. \ 



}. CNE Director Jorge 

Rodriguez said April 6 that if an agreement can be reached by 
April 17 , the appeals process could take place as early as 
May 13. | 



J End summary? 



Supreme Court Zig Zags 



2. (C) On April 12, the Electoral Chamber issued renewed its 
order to the National Electoral Council (CNE) to validate 
876,000 signatures collected in support of the presidential 
recall referendum that the CNE had originally sent to the 
appeals process due to similar handwriting on the signature 
forms ("planillas planas"). The Electoral Chamber gave the 
CNE five days to comply with the decision. Just hours 
before, the Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme Court (TSJ) 
affirmed its earlier declaration that it is the only chamber 
competent to hear cases related to the CNE because it relates 
to the constitutional question of the roles of separation of 
powers . | ~ 



3. (C) The CNE released a statement on April 13 saying that 
the Constitutional Chamber's decision effectively nullifies 
that of the Electoral Chamber, which the CNE accused of 
attempting to "co-administrate" electoral matters with the 
CNE. Speaking to reporters, CNE Counsel Andres Brito 
rejected the Electoral Chamber's auth ority, saying the CNE is 
an independent branch of government. I 
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CNE Talks Reach Make-or-Break Point 



4 . (C) National Electoral Council (CNE) Director Jorge 
Rodriguez announced on April 6 that if the CNE and the 
opposition can agree by April 17 on an appeals process 
("reparos") for the signatures collected in support of a 
recall referendum against President Hugo Chavez , it can be 



held as early as May 13. 
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